Student Contract for CC 499  for Fall 2011 

Dear Students-- 

The purpose of this document is to clearly state the expectations and grading rules that apply in my class. This reduces misunderstandings and can result in positive behavioral changes and better learning outcomes. I want all my students to succeed in my course and learn new and valuable skills. 

Please read the items below and initial (type it) each section that you read.   

When done, please type your full name on the bottom, date, and return to me.  Thanks.   ....Professor Rosenbloom 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. Participation/Attendance 

In an online class, class participation is required in terms of discussion board postings, team projects, and synchronous webinars. I expect each of you to be prepared each week and contribute to the "community of learners" that we attempt to foster in this course. 

Each missed or late assignment or webinar translates into an absence for an online course. Two missed assignments count for one absence and will result in point deductions.  Likewise, late assignments will be subject to point deductions detailed in Blackboard. Assignments more than 1 week late will not be accepted, and so you will forfeit those points. 

Initial_______ 

2. Emergencies and Personal Issues 

Emergencies and personal issues can come up in the course of a class.  If you have any personal issues that prevent your participation in the class, please call or email me promptly so we can discuss it, and if appropriate, make alternative plans for your continued participation in the class. 

Initial _______ 

3. Group Assignments 

Group assignments will be given in this class.  Although it might seem unfair to give a group one grade given the relative efforts and skills of each group member, that is how groups operate in the real world. Consequently, it pays to work toward the group's ultimate success and work through group conflicts. However, failure to participate, communicate, and cooperate with other group members in these assignments will result in point deductions. Please contact the professor if there are significant group issues. 
Initial _______ 
4. Academic Integrity 

Cheating is a serious violation of the College code of ethics and personal ethics. In a distance learning environment, it includes, but not limited to: 

Plagiarism; Having another person complete your assignments; Repurposing assignments from other classes or schools; Using your notes, textbook, the Internet, and/or other persons to complete exams unless otherwise instructed. It is essential that your work is your own. 

Accordingly, assignments will be tailored to meet specific learning objectives in the course, and major papers will be submitted through Safe Assign in Blackboard which checks for authenticity. I will provide guidelines for citing sources and others work. If you choose not to follow these rules and are caught, consequences can range from negating the assignment to failing the course.  I ask you to please do the right thing in this regard. 

Initial _______ 
5.  Ongoing Grades Posted in Bb 

All grades will be posted in the Blackboard Grade Center in an ongoing and timely manner. Please review your grade for each assignment as they are given and feel free to email me if you feel the grade is not fair (include a justification). In this manner, you build (earn) your ultimate grade each and every week during the semester. 

Initial _______ 
6. Dispositions 

Classroom is a place to model professional dispositions like being prepared; working with classmates; being respectful of others; participating in class discussions; reading the textbooks, handing assignments in on time, etc.  I invariably find that how one conducts yourself in class--good or poorly-- does carry over to "the real world". I will deduct points for behaviors that do not lend themselves to becoming a professional in your field. 

Initial _______ 
7. College Level Writing 

Writing counts.  What is the value of a college degree if your writing skills are poor?  Therefore, all assignments will have a writing component as part of their evaluation.  If you need assistance, please use the online SPS Writing Center (See resources in Blackboard) for tutoring or help with writing. 

Initial _______ 

8. Skill Acquisition 

This class emphasizes skills as much as possible.  Skills like public speaking, making presentations, working in groups, solving real-life problems, using technology, writing and research skills. These skills are essential in today's workplace and once mastered, may give you greater self-confidence.  Prior to each assignment, we will discuss ways to be successful in applying these skills. 

Initial _______ 
9. Office Hours, Initial Call and Webinar, and Mid-Semester Meeting 

I will post office hours when I can be reached if any need arises.  I want you to feel free to contact me about a problem or issue at anytime--preferrably before the issue arises to the point of impacting your studies. Also, I will have each of you call me within the first week of the semester to make sure we are on track for the semester and for you to meet me. In addition, I will schedule a webinar in the first week of class to review the syllabus and talk about the class. 

Around the middle of the term, I will "meet" (phone or Skype) individually with each of you.  This meeting will be to assess your progress to date, and help me understand what issues you are having in the course.  I want all students in my class to succeed.   

Initial _______ 

-----------------------------------------------


I understand all the above paragraphs and Professor Rosenbloom has discussed each one by the first class. 

Full Name:         Date: 

Email Address:

Preferred Phone Number: 

Best Time to Call: 



Best Night for Webinar:  



